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Top-notch IITian gives a lift to bypoll 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Top-notch-IITian-gives-a-lift-to-bypoll/articleshow/46081627.cms 

Panaji: A top-notch IITian —he secured the 115th rank in IIT JEE in the late '70s, the "best rank ever by a Goan" —and 
armed with a doctorate in electrical engineering from Columbia University, New York, Samir Kelekar is the latest in the 
country to try his luck in electoral politics, and is fighting the BJP and the Congress for the Panaji bypoll slated for 
February 13. 
 
He has set out as an independent candidate in a bid to capture the assembly constituency of another IIT grad— Union 
defence minister and former Goa CM Manohar Parrikar. 
 
Panaji constituency fell vacant after Parrikar was elevated to the Union Cabinet by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In the 
bypoll, BJP's candidate is Parrikar's personal aide Siddharth Kunkalienkar, while Congress has Panaji mayor Surendra 
Furtado. 

"Turning down" mega-dollar offers in the US, where he has sold patents for various products, Kelekar came to India "as I 

had a greater vision". 

 

Parrikar, often eulogized as an IIT-ian, does not command Kelekar's respect. 

 

"Parrikar has betrayed the IIT spirit," claims Kelekar, "The IIT spirit is to get some technology and solve this garbage 

problem. As a technocrat who became CM he (Parrikar) should have used technology to come out with some innovative 

solution which he can then use for all of India. That would be the real IIT skill. He has not done that. He has only played 

politics." 

 

Kelekar also rates his own stream of electrical engineering much higher than Parrikar's metallurgy. "My rank of 115 in 

JEE (1978) has not been beaten by anybody in Goa in the last 36 years. Parrikar might have secured a rank after 1,500 

because metallurgy is the last stream. But he has other skills—he was the mess coordinator," claims Kelekar. 

 

Based in Bengaluru from 1996 till two months ago, Kelekar has been associated with two telecom firms and some Silicon 

Valley start-ups. From 2006 to 2010 he ran his own start-up, involved in "un-censoring the internet". 

 

Bengaluru, had seen Nandan Nilekani and V Balakrishnan, both corporate honchos who made millions in the software 

boom, stand for elections and lose. Analysts attributed it to their lack of connect with the problems of the common 

man; they could therefore not convert their status into electoral victories. Nilekani was also brought due to pressure 

from the top (Congress high command). 

 

Kelekar claims he has his finger on Panaji's pulse. Describing his Congress and BJP opponents as "elitist", he is sure they 

"will support only the rich". 

 

"I don't stand for the rich or even the educated. I empathize with and will fight for the problems of the poor segment of 

society. Furtado and Kunkalienkar are both elitist. They will call it development and sell everything to private parties. 

Tomorrow the poor traditional Goan vendors in the market will not be able to afford it. I will not do that," says Kelekar. 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Top-notch-IITian-gives-a-lift-to-bypoll/articleshow/46081627.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Panaji
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He says he is banking on youth and lower income sections, "because BJP and Congress have both helped the rich". "I 

don't think the BJP and Congress candidates can really connect with the people. I would like to represent their (people's) 

voice." 

 

Openly averse to the BJP ideology of polarizing people on communal lines, he will also not join Congress unless two 

conditions are met—no dynastic rule, and definite inner party democracy. 

 

Asked about the 2017 assembly elections, Kelekar says he is looking at all 40 seats, but is not sure of the details yet. 

Panaji will be a learning and possibly a winning experience. "I am thinking of bringing together like-minded people to 

form a regional party in the future. But first things first," he says with a smile. 

Fest Time on IISc Campus  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/Fest-Time-on-IISc-Campus/2015/01/31/article2645248.ece 

BENGALURU: The Indian Institute of Science campus saw a swirl of activity as the annual science, technical 

and cultural festival, Pravega, got off to a start on Friday, attracting students from throughout the country. 

The first day saw students lining up to participate in competitions such as literary puzzles and challenges in 

reverse coding, experimental physics and biology. 

An undergraduate student at IISc, Pavan Malagimani, who is also one of the coordinators of the event, said, 

“We have tried to make it interesting.” 

There were competitions that invited students from schools as well as colleges to come up with sustainable 

solutions to problems affecting the general public. 

One of the highlights of the day was a talk by Dr R Balasubramaniam, founder of Swami Vivekananda Youth 

Movement, who spoke about Vivekananda’s insights into India’s problems and his vision for a resurgent India. 

The main events on Saturday will be Science Quizine, a science quiz hosted by Thejaswi Udupa of Karnataka 

Quiz Association, and a series of competitions in physics, crime investigation and mathematical problem 

solving. In the evening the students will be treated to ELECRONYK, a DJ night hosted by DJ NYK. 

The fest will culminate on Sunday with a performance by Indian Ocean, a contemporary rock and fusion band. 

Among the other events are Lasya, group dance competition, Inquizitive, a quiz, remote-controlled car race, and 

chemical painting. 

Also attending will be Dr Sharan Patil, founder of SPARSH hospital, and Riyas Komu, the artist and sculptor 

from Thrissur. 

The entry is free of cost but one must carry a valid ID card. 

 

 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bengaluru/Fest-Time-on-IISc-Campus/2015/01/31/article2645248.ece
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Research and bring out India's contribution to medicine: 

Smriti Irani to students 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-01-31/news/58650551_1_smriti-irani-doctor-union-minister 

VARANASI: Union Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani today asked medical students to carry 

out research in the field of ancient medical history of India and bring forth the contribution of the country 

before the world. 

She was here to inaugurate a conference organised by National Medicos Organisation at Banaras Hindu 

University.  

Irani appealed to the medical students to "carry out research work in the field of ancient medical history of India 

and bring forth the contribution of the country in this vast medical field before the world." 

The Union minister also slammed the "wretched" practice of female foeticide in the country and appealed to the 

medical fraternity to shun the inhuman act. 

She narrated story of an doctor in Maharashtra. "The doctor aborted 1,000 female fetuses for minor economic 

gains. And to remove sign of medical evidence against him, the doctor was so cruel that he used to feed those 

aborted fetuses to two dogs tied in one of the underground rooms of his clinic," Irani said. 

She said that the story was exposed by a woman reporter after which a police complaint was lodged and the 

doctor was arrested. 

The Union minister said, "From whichever institution this doctor had received his degree, that Institution, after 

conferring the degree, made him a doctor but it was unable to make this man a human being." 

Irani appealed to all the students and the medical professionals to spread awareness among people to save lives 

of girl child's. 

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched scheme 'Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao' and our (HRD) ministry was 

willing to lend its full support to the National Medicos Organisation in spreading awareness among people at a 

rapid pace, so that our daughters can be saved and if they are saved then only they could study," she said. 

The minister also advocated for eradicating corruption in the health system in the country. 

She also praised the members of the National Medicos Organisation for taking out a cycle rally from Allahabad 

to Varanasi for spreading awareness in villages about preventive health care.  

 

 

 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-01-31/news/58650551_1_smriti-irani-doctor-union-minister
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Smriti%20Irani
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/medical%20students
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/National%20Medicos%20Organisation
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Banaras%20Hindu%20University
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Banaras%20Hindu%20University
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Agni-V's maiden canister trial a roaring success 

The missile is expected to be inducted into service in a year after a few more canister 

trials.    

Marking another technological milestone in the country’s missile programme, the maiden canister-based trial of 

India’s most potent strategic missile, Agni-V was successfully carried out for its full range of more than 5,000 

km from the Wheeler Island, off the Odisha coast on Saturday.  

A DRDO missile technologist who was associated with the launch described it as a grand success and said it 

was a perfect launch. Another missile technologist said it would be the footprint for future configuration of 

Agni-V.  

 

The missile sealed in a canister and mounted on a TATRA track was launched in its final deliverable 

configuration at 8.10 am. As soon as the auto-launch command was given, the 17-metre-long Agni-V lifted off 

majestically leaving a trail of orange flames and leapt into a sunny sky after the gas generator at the bottom of 

the canister gave it a forceful thrust.  

Within moments after its ejection and upon reaching a height of around 30 metres, the first stage got ignited and 

separated. As it reached a height of more than 500 km and began descending rapidly, the subsequent two stages 

also got decoupled with clockwork precision and the missile’s nose cone carrying the dummy payload 

withstood searing temperatures of more than 3,000 degrees Celsius and impacted near the pre-designated point 

in the Indian Ocean after a flight of about 20 minutes.  

The 17-metre-long, thee-stage solid-fuelled missile, developed indigenously by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO), is expected to boost India’s nuclear deterrence capability along with other 
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strategic missiles in Agni series. Agni-V is capable of delivering a 1.1 nuclear warhead over a distance of 5,000 

km and the range of missile can cover most parts of China and Europe.  

A network of radars, electro-optical tracking systems and telemetry stations, besides two ships stationed near 

the impact point monitored the health of the missile during its flight and recorded the terminal event.  

This was the third successful flight test of the Inter- Continental Ballistic Missile and the first canister trial.  

The missile is expected to be inducted into service in a year after a few more canister trials.  

Scientific Advisor to Defence Minister Avinash Chander, the architect of Agni-V, who will be relinquishing 

office on Saturday, was present along with other top DRDO missile technologists, including Director-General 

of Missiles and Strategic Systems, Dr.V.G.Sekaran and Research Centre Imarat Director, G. Satheesh Reddy.  

 


